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Columbian Centinel, from Major Benjamin Russell. 

Boston Gazette, from Messrs. Russell & Cutler. 

Palladium, from Messrs. Young & Minns. 

Independent Chronicle, from Messrs. Adams & Rhoades. 

Spectator, from Messrs. E. Belden & Co. 

Balance, from Mr. Ezra Sampson. 

Worcester Gazette, from Isaiah Thomas, Esq. 

Boston Weekly Magazine, from Messrs. Gilbert & Dean. 

A Chart of Demerara River, from Mr. David Linch. 
For the Cabinet : — 

The Bowl of Sachem Philip, from a Friend. 

A Hook, from the Sandwich Islands, made out of a bone of Captain Cook, 
from Mr. Jacob Williams. 

Nine specimens of Iron Ore, from the county of Plymouth, from Dr. James 
Thacher. 

Engraved Portraits of John Dickinson, Charles Thomson, W. H. Drayton, 
Gouvern'r Morris, Silas Deane, and General Arnold; and a Print, exhib- 
iting a striking likeness of Benjamin Lay. From Ebenezer Hazard, 
Esq. 

A large collection of Insects, preserved in spirits ; two Indian Rattles ; a 
Sword worn by a person at Bunker Hill ; and a Silver Medal. From 
Mr. David Linch. 

A collection of Swedish Coins, from Mr. Hauffe, the Swedish Consul. 



QUARTERLY MEETING, January, 1805. 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Jan. 29, 1805, — the members present were, Eliot, 
Holmes, Kirkland, Quincy, Sewall, Tudor, and Webster. 

Voted, That the Treasurer be requested to allow to President Fitch 
four dollars, advanced by him on account of the Society. 

Voted, That Judge Tudor, the Treasurer, and Dr. Kirkland be a 
committee to see what members of the Society do not retain their 
connection agreeably to the regulations of the Society. 

Voted, To adjourn to the first Tuesday in March. 
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ADJOURNED MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
held by adjournment, March 5, 1805, — the members 
present were, Bartlett, Bulfinch, D. Davis, J. Davis, 
Eliot, Emerson, J. Freeman, Harris, Holmes, Kirkland, 
Quincy, Turell, and T. L. Winthrop. 

Voted, That the Treasurer be requested to send bills to the members 
who have not paid their assessments. 

Voted, That the consideration of the report of the Committee re- 
specting members who have not attended the meetings of the Society 
be postponed till the next quarterly meeting. 

Voted, That Dr. Eliot, Mr. J. Freeman, Mr. Emerson, and Dr. 
Kirkland be a committee to reprint the first volume of the Collections 
in such a way as they shall think expedient. 

Mr. Obadiah Rich was chosen a Resident Member. 

Nominations : Robert Anderson, M.D., a Correspond- 
ing Member, by Dr. Eliot; Samuel Eddy, Esq., of 
Providence, a Corresponding Member, by Dr. Kirkland ; 
and William Johnson, Esq., of New York, a Correspond- 
ing Member, by Mr. Quincy. 



ANNUAL MEETING, April, 1805. 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
April 30, 1805, — William Tudor was chosen Record- 
ing Secretary pro tempore. 
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JAMES SULLIVAN was chosen 

JOSIAH QUINCY 

JOHN ELIOT 

JAMES FREEMAN „ 

JOHN T. KIRKLAND „ 

SAMUEL TURELL 

WILLIAM TUDOR 

JAMES WINTHROP 

JOHN DAVIS )■ were chosen 

REDFORD WEBSTER 

WILLIAM EMERSON . 



President. 

Treasurer. 

Corresponding Secretabt. 

Recording Secretart. 

Librarian. 

Cabinet-Keeper. 



Standing Committee. 



Dr. Dexter and Mr. Emerson were chosen a com- 
mittee to examine the Treasurer's accounts. 

Nomination : Charles Mary Wentworth, Esq., of 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, a Corresponding Member, by Dr. 
Eliot. 

Voted, To adjourn to the last Tuesday of May. 



[The Society lost one Resident Member by death 
during the year, namely, the Hon. Peleg Coffin, who 
died on the 6th of March. It was the purpose of the 
Society to preserve in its Collections memoirs of all its 
deceased Resident Members. Many such, for various 
causes, have not appeared. As the Editors intend to 
provide memoirs or notices of such members as are 
wanting, to be inserted at the close of each year when 
such death occurs, that of Mr. Coffin is here printed. — 
Eds.] 

Notice of Hon. Peleg Coffin. 

The Hon. Peleg Coffin was fifth in descent from Tristram 
Coffin, one of the original purchasers of the Indian title to 
the island of Nantucket, and was the son of Peleg and 
Elizabeth (Hussey) Coffin. He was born on that island in 
November, 1756 ; and was married there, May 28, 1778, to 
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Eunice, daughter of Josiah and Elizabeth (Mitchell) Barker. 
From 1793 to 1795 he was one of the Representatives of 
Massachusetts in the Congress of the United States; and 
for the next two years he represented the district of Nan- 
tucket and Duke's in the State Senate. In 1797, he was 
elected Treasurer of the Commonwealth, and removed to 
Boston. In 1802, he resigned the Treasurership ; and, in the 
same year, he was chosen a Senator from Suffolk county, on 
the Federalist ticket. On the termination of his year's ser- 
vice, he withdrew from political life. 

When the Nantucket Bank was incorporated, in 1795, he 
was elected its Cashier, but he retained his connection with 
the Bank for only a short time. On the incorporation of the 
New England Marine Insurance Co., in 1802, he was ap- 
pointed its President, and he continued at the head of this, 
one of the first corporations of the kind in Massachusetts, 
until his death, which occurred in Boston, March 6, 1805. 
He was chosen a member of the Historical Society in August, 
1792 ; and, to the third volume of the Collections, he con- 
tributed a brief account of the Progress of the Whale Fishery 
at Nantucket. In a tribute to his personal character, which 
appeared in the " New England Palladium," and also in the 
" Columbian Centinel," a few days after his death, he is 
described as " a man in whose character was blended every 
social and agreeable qualification. . . . His conduct in the 
various public and important stations which he has succes- 
sively filled was uniformly upright, irreproachable, and hon- 
orable to himself. The many trusts that have been confided 
to his care and management were always attended to with 
ability and candor. He possessed a discrimination of judg- 
ment and a disposition so ready to do justice as always to 
render him a useful, respectable, and valuable member of 
society." 

At his death, Mr. Coffin left a widow and three children, 
— one son and two daughters. The son, George W. Coffin, 
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was a merchant in Boston, and afterward for many years the 
agent of the State of Massachusetts for the sale of the public 
lands. c. c. s. 



ADJOURNED MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
held by adjournment, May 28, 1805, — the members 
present were, Bartlett, Cutler, Eliot, J. Freeman, 
Peck, Prince, Quincy, Spooner," James Sullivan, Tyng, 
Williams, and T. L. Winthrop. 

Voted, That the Committee appointed in January respecting mem- 
bers who have not attended the meetings of the Society be discharged. 

William Johnson, Esq., and Chaeles Mary Went- 
worth, Esq., were chosen Corresponding Members. 



QUARTERLY MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Aug. 27, 1805, — the members present were, J. Davis, 
Dexter, Eliot, Emerson, J. Freeman, Holmes, Kirkland, 
Pemberton, Quincy, Rich, James Sullivan, Turell, Tyng, 
Whitney, and T. L. Winthrop. 

A letter from the Earl of Buchan being read, 

Voted, That it be committed to the President, Dr. Eliot, and Mr. 
Freeman. 

A letter from Rev. Timothy Alden being read, 
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Voted, That it be committed to the Committee of Publications for 
the tenth volume.* 

Voted, That the Treasurer, Judge Davis, and Dr. Kirkland be a 
committee to devise means for defraying the expense of printing the 
tenth volume. 

Voted, That the Committee of Publications for the tenth volume 
allow the Rev. Timothy Alden to strike off, at his own expense, as 
many copies of his History of Portsmouth as they shall think for the 
interest of the Society and due to him. 

Robert Andersox, M.D., of Edinburgh,! and Samuel 

* This was probably Mr. Alden's " Account of the Religious Societies in 
Portsmouth," there published. — Eds. 

t Dr. Robert Anderson is probably best known as the editor and biographer 
of the British poets. He was born in 1751, and died in 1830, residing in Edin- 
burgh the last forty years of his life, devoted to literary pursuits. Dr. Eliot 
had corresponded with him before his election as a Corresponding Member of 
the Society had taken place. Indeed, it would seem that Dr. Eliot had signified 
to him the intentions of the Society towards him in this respect, to see if it 
would be agreeable to him. His reply to this letter is on file, and also a later 
letter, acknowledging his election. Both seem to be of sufficient interest to 
warrant their being printed here: — 

" Heriot's Green, Edinburgh, 
Feb. 8th, 1805. 

" Dear Sir, — I avail myself, with great pleasure, of the opportunity of my 
young friend, Mr. Lowell, returning from this country to the United States, to 
make you my best acknowledgments for your most obliging letters of Jan. 27, 
1802, and March 6, 1804 ; and to return you my sincere thanks for the copies of 
the letters from Dr. Smollett's correspondents in the Museum of the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society. 

" My estimable friend, Mr. Phillips, of Boston, has laid me under particular 
obligations to his kindness and liberality, by his attention to the conveyance of 
your communication, and by the present which accompanied it of eight volumes 
of the Collections of the Historical Society, and the first and second volumes of 
the Portfolio. 

" The letters addressed to Dr. Smollett bear internal evidence of their authen- 
ticity, and are, in several particulars, interesting to literary biography. Unfor- 
tunately, they came too late for the use of the fourth edition of my ' Life of 
Smollett ' ; but they will be made use of in the fifth edition, which is wanted 
immediately. 

" The favorable opinion of a man of your character of my slight contribu- 
tions to the stock of English biography and criticism is very gratifying to me. 
May I flatter myself that I owe Dr. Eliot's good opinion, in some degree, to my 
having endeavored to represent facts and delineate characters with impartiality, 
and due regard to the interests of religion, learning, and liberty % 

" The interest I have uniformly taken in the independence and prosperity of 
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Eddy, Esq., of Providence, were chosen Corresponding 
Members. 

the United States makes me rejoice to see a new England rising in the West, 
enlightened by the increase and activity of her literary and philosophical insti- 
tutions. 

" The success of the disinterested and patriotic exertions of the Historical 
Society in collecting and diffusing materials for a complete natural and political 
history of your country, affords at once a demonstration of the utility of the 
institution and an incentive to perseverance. I particularly approve of the plan 
they have adopted of multiplying the copies of historical records and scarce 
printed tracts by means of the press. Besides other advantages, the diffusion 
of this kind of local knowledge has a tendency to strengthen the attachment of 
the people to their native country, language, and manners, and to cherish a ven- 
eration for the memory of their ancestors, and a love of their civil and religious 
institutions. 

"Although I am precluded by remoteness of situation from giving your Society 
any effectual assistance, yet I may profess to be a sincere friend to an institu- 
tion that invites the association of men of every profession and country. You 
will have the goodness, therefore, to assure your associates that I accept with 
great satisfaction of the honor they intend me by associating me with them as 
a Corresponding Member ; and that, though I am conscious of my inability to 
promote in any considerable degree the important objects of their institution, 
they may depend on my zealous co-operation with my worthy friend, Dr. Brown, 
in doing them every kind of service which my local situation, opportunities of 
information, and literary connections may enable me to perform. 

" In the month of June last, I sent by Mr. Phillips, through the hands of Mr. 
Bromfield, copies of my Lives of Johnson and Smollett, for the acceptance of 
the Society. 

"From the mass of excerpta from the commercium epistolicum of my noble 
friend, the Earl of Buchan, I have selected a few articles of Transatlantic cor- 
respondence for your Museum, to be forwarded by Mr. Lowell. The whole col- 
lection is in my possession, and you may draw upon it. 

" By the same conveyance I send for the Library, through the hands of Mr. 
Phillips, a small parcel of books, containing specimens of Scottish and Irish 
statistical and economical surveys, the ' Sabbath,' and some other performances 
of my poetical friends' expression of their kindness for me. Mr. Phillips is re- 
quested to retain any book or books which he may wish to place in his library. 

" Lord Buchan sends a set of ' The Bee,' of which I suspect the Society 
may have a duplicate. A sight of the catalogue of your Library, if it could 
be procured, would be useful. 

" As you have no correspondent in Ireland, of literary distinction, I beg leave 
to suggest the nomination of my learned friend, General Vallancey, Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Dublin Society, an excellent institution, resembling, in some respects, 
your own. I am convinced that public institutions, as well as individuals, may 
be benefited by adopting the principle of the community of books and literary 
information. 

" The disappointments which you have experienced in transmitting parcels to 
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Nominations : William Smith Shaw, a Resident Mem- 
ber, by the President and Standing Committee ; General 

your friends in this country may have happened from their not being addressed 
to an agent at the port. In such case, parcels are not forwarded, but detained 
for the payment of the duties. 

" If you honor me with your correspondence, which I earnestly solicit, you 
will have the goodness to send your packets or parcels by the post of London 
to Alexander Mundell, Esq., Fludyer Street, Westminster. 

" I am, dear sir, with sincere esteem, your faithful and obliged humble 

servant, 

"Eo. Anderson. 

" P. S. Sir John Sinclair has this moment handed me the paper which I 
enclose for your inspection. 

" The Rev. Dr. John Eliot." 

"Heriot's Green, Edinburgh, 
2d July, 1807. 

" My Dear Sir, — Your very kind letter, enclosing an intimation of my 
being unanimously elected a Corresponding Member of the Historical Society in 
August, 1805, was duly received, and should not have been so long unacknowl- 
edged had I not looked for the arrival of the package you promised me, by the 
' Galen,' for London, before the end of the year, and been disappointed. 

" Nothing is more true than that there is great danger in deferring the per- 
formance of any duty. In making every possible enquiry respecting the pack- 
age, even through the channel of the American Minister himself, I suffered the 
winter to pass away, occasionally cherishing the hope that it might be lying 
neglected at the wharf, or taken back to America through the negligence of the 
captain, who might return it in another voyage. 

" By your last favor, dated May 6, 1806, introducing Mr. Buckminster to my 
acquaintance, which I received only about a month ago, I learn with inexpres-* 
sible concern that you have sent several packages to London for me, according to 
my direction, for no package has been received by Alexander Mundell, Esq., for 
me. To add to my mortification, I found that they contained letters for Dr. 
Brown, Lord Buchan, and General Vallancey, which have been expected with 
much impatience, especially by Lord Buchan, who, without my knowledge, cor- 
responded with the American Minister concerning the arrival of the ' Galen.' 

" I am particularly disappointed in not receiving the ninth and tenth vol- 
umes of your Collections, and the Catalogue of the Library, for very obvious 
reasons. Indeed, every literary communication from you will be acceptable to 
me. At this distance of time, I fear it will be difficult to trace the packages, 
yet if they were committed to the care of the captain, as small parcels com- 
monly are, he might be able to give some account of them. 

" The trials you have made to oblige me, through the channel I recommended, 
have been so unfortunate that I do not think it ought to be attempted again. 
Perhaps a more safe conveyance may be known to you, or Henry Bromfield, 
Esq., or Samuel Williams, Esq., of London, who are known to our friends, Mr. 
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Vallancey, Vice-President of the Dublin Society, a Cor- 
responding Member, by Dr. Eliot. 

The following donations have been made to the 
Society : — 

For the Collections : — 

Descriptions, &c, of the Isle of Sable, and Captain Morris's Journals, in 

five manuscripts, folio. Presented by Charles M. Wentworth, Esq. 
A State of the Inhabitants of New South Wales. Presented by H. Weld 

Noble. 
Bills of Mortality for Dover. Presented by the author. 
Bills of Mortality for Kensington, from the manuscripts of Rev. J. Fogg. 

Presented by a Friend. 
History of Portsmouth, by Rev. Timothy Alden. 

Phillips, Mr. Codman, Mr. Lowell, and Mr. Buckminster, may have the goodness 
to take charge of any package you may send to me, or which I may send to 
you. 

" I had a note from Professor Peck on his arrival in London. A man of his 
character may depend on being cordially received by me and my scientific 
friends here. 

" Mr. Buckminster fully justified, and even exceeded, in my opinion, the 
favorable report you made of him. He carried with him, at his departure, my 
esteem and cordial remembrance. I have his permission to send a package for 
you, to the care of Mr. Williams, and he charges himself with the conveyance 
to Boston. 

" I have sent for your acceptance a copy of the fifth edition of my ' Life 
of Smollett,' which owes its chief improvements to you and Mr. Phillips, and I 
have made a public acknowledgment of my obligations to your kindness, and 
announced to men of letters in this country the respectable Society of which 
you are the Secretary. 

" I presume my friend, General Vallancey, has been elected a Corresponding 
Member at your nomination. A set of the Historical Collections would be 
placed with great propriety and advantage in the Library of the Faculty of 
Advocates here, the most valuable and accessible in this kingdom. 

" I am always, with great esteem, yours most faithfully, 

" Ro. Anderson. 

" The Rev. Dr. Eliot. 

" P. S. I forgot to say that you have formed a correct opinion of Lord B. ; 
but his attachment to America, his family connections, and the example of a 
man of high rank devoting a portion of his time to science, literature, and the 
arts, and the moral and political improvement of mankind, entitle him to con- 
sideration and respect, and indulgence for his vanity. 

" I designed you a longer letter, but I am obliged to write in unavoidable 
haste. 

Addressed : " The Rev. Dr. John Eliot, Boston. 

" Favored by the Rev. Mr. Buckminster." Eds. 
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Account of several Governors of Massachusetts before the Revolution, by 
Mr. Thomas Pemberton. 
For the Library : — 

Humphreys' Works. Two volumes. From the author. 

Anderson's Life of Johnson, and Anderson's Life of Smollett, fourth edition. 
From the author. 

John R. Coxe's Practical Observations on Vaccination, from the author. 

Facts and Arguments respecting Inland Navigation in America ; Account 
of Philadelphia Dispensary ; Dr. Green's Sermon at the Dedication of a 
Church in the Northern Liberties, Philadelphia; Griffin's Missionary 
Sermon ; and Minutes of the General Assembly, 1805. From Ebenezer 
Hazard, Esq. 

Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, Vol. VI., from the 
Society. 

Transactions of the American Academy, Vol. n., from the Academy. 

Monthly Anthology, Vol. I., from Messrs. Homans. 

The Berean, from the Berean Society. 

Eastern Argus, Vol. I. ; Bowdoinham Association Minutes ; and Chandler's 
Oration. From Nathaniel Willis, Jr. 

Boston Weekly Magazine, Vol. II., from Messrs. Gilbert & Dean. 

Old Men's Tears, or a Lamentation over Boston, on account of the People's 
Degeneracy from good New England Principles, in 1691 ; The Lies of 
one Roger Williams, of Providence, also, his Blasphemies Exposed. By 
George Fox and others. From a Friend.* 

Transactions of the Dublin Society, Vol. III. ; several Statistical Surveys 
of Counties in Scotland and Ireland ; Smith's View of Agriculture in 
Argyle, &c. ; Irvine's Inquiry concerning the Causes of Emigration from 
the Highlands ; The Protestant's Address to the Roman Catholick No- 
bility ; Wy vill's Address to J. Cartwright, Esq., on the Principles of the 
Constitution; Grainger's Essay on the Diseases of the West India 
Islands; Pictures of Poetry, Historical, Biographical, &c. ; and Dr. 
Brown's Poems, &c. From Dr. Anderson, of Edinburgh, and Mr. 
Jonathan Phillips, of Boston. 

The Bee, from the Earl of Buchan. 

Alden Bradford's Oration at Plymouth, 22d of December, 1804. From the 
author. 

Thacher's Sermon at the Dudleian Lecture, from Peter Thacher, Esq. 



* These two books, both rare, are not now in the Society's Library ; at least, 
they are not mentioned in its catalogue. The first named was written by Joshua 
Scottow, and published in 1791. Another work of his, " A Narrative of the 
Planting of the Massachusetts Colony," Sec., published in 1794, was reprinted in 
4 Collections, IV. 279 et seq. The book relating to Roger Williams was written 
by George Fox and John Burnyeat, and published in 1678. It had a long title, 
beginning with, " A New England Firebrand Quenched," being an answer to 
Williams's " George Fox Digged Out of his Burrows," &c. Both books related 
to a violent wordy dispute between Williams and the Quakers at Newport, Rhode 
Island, in 1672.— Eds. 

12 
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Several Orations, 4th July; AUyn's Election Sermon; Livingston's and 
Frisbie's Missionary Sermons ; and other Occasional Discourses, &c. 
From a Friend. 

Holmes's Sermon on the Death of President Willard, with Professor Web- 
ber's Address, &c, from the Corporation of Harvard College. 

Miller's Discourse on Suicide, from the author. 

President Sanders's Sermon on the Death of Mrs. Russell, from David Rus- 
sell, Esq. 

Gardiner's Sermon on the Death of Bishop Parker, from the author. 

Hooker's Election Sermon, Hartford, 1805, from Rev. Andrew Eliot. 

McLeod's Sermon on African Slavery, from Rev. Timothy Alden. 

Concise History of New England, by Drs. Morse and Parish. From the 
authors. 

Columbian Centinel, 1804, from Major Russell. 

Independent Chronicle, 1804, from Messrs. Adams & Rhodes. 

Boston Gazette, 1804, from Messrs. Russell & Cutler. 

Repertory, 1804, from the Editor. 

New England Palladium, 1804, from Messrs. Young & Minns. 

New York Spectator, 1804, from Z. Lewis & Co. 

The Balance, printed at Hudson, 1804, from the Editors. 
For the Cabinet : — 

General Washington's Epaulets, which he wore when he gave up the com- 
mand of the army, from Hon. David Humphreys, Esq.* 

* " Boston, Oct. 3, 1804. 

" Dear Sir, — I put into your hands a pair of epaulets, which were in 
habitual use by General Washington at the successful siege of Yorktown, in 
Virginia, and which were worn by him on the day when he resigned his com- 
mission of Commander-in-Chief to Congress, at the close of the Revolutionary 
War. These may, therefore, without employing a very bold figure of speech, 
be denominated the dumb and imperishable witnesses of his glory as a hero and 
a patriot. However we may sometimes be inclined to think too lightly of 
events which are so familiar to us from their having happened in our own age, 
what an association of interesting ideas may not the view of any thing which 
was present on those glorious occasions produce in the minds of future genera- 
tions ! 

" These badges of military distinction, formerly attached to so illustrious a 
personage, and always destined by the substance of which they are composed 
to co-exist with the long series of future generations, may, perhaps, be deemed 
worthy of being preserved among the frail insignia of human greatness by the 
Historical Society of Massachusetts. In which case, they are offered for ac- 
ceptance by the person to whom the General gave them, and who has the honor 
to subscribe himself, very respectfully, dear sir, your obedient and most humble 
servant, D. Humphreys. 

" The Rev. John Eliot, D.D., 

Corresponding Secretary of the Historical Society, &c." 

Another letter from Colonel Humphreys, of the same date, was received, 
accompanying two volumes of his writings. — Eds. 
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A Map of Cambridge, from James Winthrop, Esq.* 
A Medal found on the old Fortifications about Marietta, from a Friend. 
Shells found at Hingham, in strata of beach sand, from sixteen to twenty- 
four feet under the surface of the earth, which is gravelly. From 
Charles Turner, Jr., Esq. 



QUARTERLY MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Oct. 29, 1805, — the members present were, Eliot, J. 
Freeman, Spooner, Tudor, Turell, Webster, J. Winthrop, 
and T. L. Winthrop. 

Voted, That the first volume of the Collections, second edition, be 
sold at a hundred and fifty cents a copy, in boards. 

Voted, That the President be requested to write a letter to Lord 
Buchan, thanking him for his donation, and assuring him that the 
Society will treat it with all that attention which its situation will per- 
mit, and with the respect which is due to him.f 

Adjourned to Thursday, 7th November, at three p.m. 

* This was probably the map, or the original of the map, recently found 
among the papers of the late Dr. Holmes, of Cambridge, on which is inscribed 
the following : " Plan of Cambridge, adapted to the year 1635. By James 
Winthrop." A part of it was copied and inserted in Dr. Paige's recent " His- 
tory of Cambridge." — Eds. 

t Among the list of donations recorded at the last meeting was " The Bee, 
from the Earl of Buchan." It need hardly be mentioned that the donor was 
the eccentric Scotch nobleman, David Stewart Erskine, Lord Cardross and Earl 
of Buchan, a person of literary tastes, the principal founder of the Society of 
Antiquaries of Scotland, and whom Sir Walter Scott commemorates in his 
Diary, under the dates of April 20 and 21, 1829. The work here presented 
by him might be more particularly described as " The Bee, or Literary Weekly 
Intelligencer," &c. Edinburgh, 1791-93. Edited by James Anderson, LL.D. ; 
and comprised eighteen volumes, 12mo. The volumes contained many contri- 
butions from the pen of the Earl himself. He was an ardent admirer of this 
country and of Washington, with whom he corresponded ; and some of Wash- 
ington's letters to him are published in " The Bee." In a prefatory note to 
one of these letters, published by him in 1793, the Earl says : " I sent him 
(Washington) a letter expressive of my esteem, and of my wishes for the pros- 
perity of the States, which I enclosed in a box made of the oak that afforded 
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[The nature of Lord Buchan's donation is explained 
in a foot-note at this place. A communication was re- 
ceived from him, probably at the same time, and in- 
tended for publication, and was addressed "To the 
Societies established in the United States of North 
America, for the promotion of national prosperity." 
It was designed to follow and supplement a paper of 
his in Vol. XVIII. of " The Bee," entitled, " Considera- 
tions on the Importance of Reciprocal Friendship and 
Connection between the Old and the New World," 
which he supposed the Society might publish. Dr. 
Eliot, from a Committee of the Society, made a report 
on these papers, and suggested that they should be 
published in some other form than in the Society's 
Collections. No one of the Earl's literary communica- 
tions, it is believed, was published by the Society, and 
the manuscript referred to, which has been slumbering 
in the Society's archives for more than seventy years, 
we now print, rather as a specimen of the lucubrations 
of the author, than for any special merit it may have 
in itself. — Eds.] 

shelter to our great Wallace after the hattle of Falkirk ; and afterwards ex- 
pressed the hope that the States would cultivate peace, friendship, and corre- 
spondence with my country, and shun every occasion of mingling in the 
unhappy contentions of Europe." The Earl, who was not destitute of vanity, 
appears to have thought that the Historical Society might find it desirable to 
reprint his essays, or some of them, in their Collections ; for, on a fly-leaf in the 
beginning of the first volume of " The Bee," presented to the Society, he has 
written : — 

" Be it recorded, where competent, in the State of Massachusetts, in the 
U. S. of America, that we, D. S., Earl of Buchan, &c, have given to the His- 
torical Society at Boston the full right to publish exclusively my original 
essays, marked by my own hand in this and the seventeen subsequent volumes 
of ' The Bee, or Literary Weekly Intelligencer.' At Edinburgh, Feb. 9th, 
1805. Buchan." 

Eds. 
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" To the Societies for the Improvement of Arts and Manufactures in the 
United States of America, from the Earl of Buchan. 

" Edinburgh, Feb. 4, 1805, 

" Lord Buchan, in the course of his correspondence with 
the illustrious Washington, had occasion frequently to dwell 
on the importance to the United States of America of the 
following considerations : — 

"I. That a country dependent on others for subsistence 
cannot be reckoned either safe or respectable. That what in 
the beginning are reckoned the luxuries of life, become, by 
continued and general use, indispensably necessary to the 
subsistence of the people ; and, when furnished by foreign 
nations, subject the consuming nation to be taxed by the 
manufacturing nation as if it were subject to its empire. 

" That, in a newly peopled extensive continent, such as 
North America, where facility of settlement and enterprise 
are so great, the price of labor must be proportionably high. 
That this must of consequence check the establishment of 
manufactures, even those of the first necessity, and almost ex- 
clude the manufacture of those less indispensable, which, 
from their nature, require a great subdivision and cheapness 
of labor, great skill and dexterity in performance, and large 
capitals to establish profitably. 

" That it therefore belongs to the discriminative wisdom of 
the Legislature of the United States to favor such establish- 
ments in manufacture as may at once tend to render the 
States independent of European powers, and yet progressive 
in new agricultural settlements, leading to extensive and 
growing population. 

" That it is a mistake to imagine foreign commerce to be 
necessary for a people inhabiting a great continent in various 
favorable climates, intersected by many rivers and lakes, and 
capable of being navigated by internal canals, communicating 
with those rivers and lakes and with the ocean. 
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" That the grand desiderations of a nation are not numbers 
and wealth, but virtue and health and happiness, — a trinity of 
blessings that can only emanate from the blessing of the 
Almighty, conferred on his genuine offspring. 

" That China, originally consisting of a number of States, 
now under one head and government, has subsisted longer 
than any nation on the face of the earth, and will probably 
continue to exist without dislocation for ages, because she 
trades internally with herself, and preserves herself free from 
the disgraceful and unprofitable wars of Europe, occasioned 
by pedler-like disputes, arising from commercial competition 
and jealousy. 

" II. The great elements of national improvement are the 
elements of nature, — land, water, air, and fire, — in applying 
them to the necessities and comforts of life. 

" The land of the United States having been formed by 
alluvion from lakes or rivers, or by desertion of the waters of 
the sea, is more fertile as it approaches the lakes and moun- 
tains than in the vicinity of the Atlantic coast. 

" From the falls of rivers, particularly of the most eminent, 
— St. Lawrence and Potomac and Mississippi, — it appears 
that, at no very remote period of time in comparison with the 
existence of the globe in its present condition, the Mediter- 
ranean seas or lakes wore through the mountainous ridges, 
and disembogued themselves by great rivers into the ocean, 
leaving immense plains, such as the country between the 
Rappahannock and the Potomac, and immense savannahs, too 
numerous for description. 

" That, from these circumstances, the immensity of the 
frozen continent, the superabundance of swampy forest, and 
the stagnation of inland waters from the infancy of agricul- 
tural improvement, the air of North America is at present 
rather unfavorable to health, that malignant fever is frequent, 
and the early loss of hair and of teeth, indicative of insalu- 
brity arising from humidity of climate and variableness of 
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heat and cold, are to be obviated only by cultivation of land 
and administration of heat by fuel. 

" That catarrhous fever and pulmonary consumption arise 
generally from the sudden action of cold on the lungs when 
heated by fire, as it is now administered in chambers. 

" That the pulmonary consumption is scarcely known in 
countries where an equal heat is diffused by flues, which 
ought universally to be used in America. 

" That the flue used in Sweden and Russia, of which Lord 
Buchan has sent a model to the Societies, is preferable to all 
others, and ought to be adopted. That it is easily constructed 
by terra cotta, and to be made in any brick, tile, or pottery 
work in America. That it admits of any decoration the rich 
may be inclined to give it, and will heat a whole series of 
apartments uniformly. 

" That stone or brick houses ought universally to be pre- 
ferred to. block houses, which render conflagration exceedingly 
common and dangerous. 

" That the richest nation is that which possesses the great- 
est number of useful instruments for producing plenty and 
happiness, and possesses the greatest quantity of permanent 
stock. 

" That stone and brick houses would, therefore, greatly 
enrich, the United States, and forward the important objects 
of health and industry. 

" III. That the economical use of water in mechanics and 
labor-saving machines may speedily lead to obviate the grand 
objection formerly stated to the progress of manufactures in 
America. 

" That domestic manufactures, or works on a small scale, 
and generally diffused through the country, are to be pre- 
ferred to the great establishments of Europe, similar to 
Paisley, Lanark, and Glasgow, in Scotland, Birmingham, 
Sheffield, and Leeds, in England. 

" IV. That virtue can only be produced and secured in any 
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nation by sowing the early seeds of holiness of life, and edu- 
cating children properly in the fear of God and obedience to 
the laws. 

" That children ought to be considered as the raw material 
of human society, to be worked up into use by proper artists 
in the grand science of education, concerning which Lord 
Buchan treated more fully to the General. 

" That schoolmasters ought to receive annually, after 
proper examination by legislative township commissioners, 
so much per head for perfected scholars in their various 
classes, as fit for the various departments of the State and of 
society. That certain marks of distinction, to be worn by 
the individuals entitled to them, ought to be distributed to 
the rectors of schools and colleges, and to the scholars and 
students therein, respectively, by the authority and at the 
expense of the nation or individual State. 

" Gentlemen, — The Colonists of Great Britain, now 
grown into the noble and interesting mass of the United 
States, have furnished an example of what constitutes the 
cement for erecting the true and lasting edifice of govern- 
ment, — Knowledge, mixed with Virtue, building upon the 
foundations of real property, agricultural industry, simplicity 
of manners, virtue, and a representative government. 

" Remember my words, repeated by the great and good 
Washington. Be contented, O Americans, to be but little 
heard of in the great world of politics. Have nothing to do 
with the political intrigues or the squabbles of European 
nations, but be contented to exchange commodities, and to 
live in peace and amity with all the inhabitants of the earth. 
" Farewell, Btjchan." 
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" The Political Testament of the Earl of Buchan to the New World.* 

" Let it be remembered by all, and impressed upon all, from the 
womb to the grave, that the fear of the Lord is not only the beginning, 
but the sum and substance, of wisdom. 

" Let the principles and laws and regulations of the great com- 
munity be impressed every returning Sabbath by parents, guardians, 
and teachers, along with the elements of speech and of knowledge. 

" Let industry and a horror of dependence upon strangers be in- 
culcated on the minds of youth and of all men. 

" Let the example of the virtuous Friends in maintaining their own 
infirm, aged, and needy brethren be imitated by every family and com- 
munity. 

" Let houses of industry be established in every township or 
parish, and let no disgrace arise from working in them, or even living 
in them when it is necessary. 

" Let there, therefore, be no involuntary assessments for the poor, 
as in Europe, particularly in England. 

" Let the principles of voluntary Christian charity be preached 
weekly from every pulpit, and inculcated every Sabbath day by the 
heads of every family. 

" Let Government never interfere in the matter of religious wor- 
ship or opinion. Let all men be free to worship God and Christ as 
their conscience dictates ; but let the truly pious and particularly truly 
virtuous Christians be held up to universal love and respect. 

" Let the State never interfere in the regulation of the prices of 
the necessaries of life. Let competitition and demand continue to 
fix, as it must in the end always fix, their prices. 

" Let book societies be encouraged in every district, and let it be 
the care of every book committee to purchase such books as tend to 
promote true religion, virtue, and science, and not to sully the imagi- 
nation or pervert the heart from purity of life and simplicity of 
manners. 

" Let societies for the encouragement of science, arts, manufactures, 
and internal commerce be established in every district, and let compe- 
tent rewards be given to inventors and improvers in the various 
departments. 

* The Earl of Buchan expressed the wish that, if the preceding paper should 
be printed, the " Political Testament " might follow it. — Eds. 
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" Let what is commonly called police, cleanliness, neatness, security, 
and good marketing be carefully forwarded by wise laws and regula- 
tions, and by voluntary contribution. 

" Let the sixteenth of September, old style, be kept every year, to 
return thanks to the Giver of all good gifts, from whom every bless- 
ing descends, for the returning harvest and for the coming of our 
blessed Lord, in the obedience to whose will and in the imitation of 
whose example every blessing is comprised. 

" These thoughts I bequeath to the American people. 

" They are the result of mature reflection of a long life. 

" They are from the friend of America and of Washington. 

" The world, O Americans, is not eternal : it has had a beginning, 
and it will have an end ; but the end of this world to us is death, and 
it is at hand. Mine cannot be far distant. In view of it, I utter 
these truths. 

" Non jam me moriens dissolvi conqueremur : 
Sed magis ire foras, vestemque relinquere, ut anguis, 
Gauderet, praelonga senex, aut cornua cervus.* 

" BtJCHAN. 
" At Edinburgh, February 8th, 1805." 



ADJOURNED MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Nov. 7, 1805, — the members present were, J. Davis, 
Dexter, Eliot, Emerson, J. Freeman, Gore, Holmes, 
Kirkland, Turell, and Webster. 

William Smith Shaw, of Boston, was chosen a Resi- 
dent Member ; and General Vallancey, a Correspond- 
ing Member.f 

* Lucretius, IIL 612-614, old edition. Earl Buchan, by changing the person 
in the first line, has destroyed the metre. — Eds. 

t Charles Vallancey, an eminent archaeologist, was undoubtedly elected a 



